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LECTURE EXAMINES WAR IN IRAQ 
MISSOULA—
U niversity o f Chicago political science P rofessor John M earsheim er says the United 
States is doom ed to fail in Iraq. H e will discuss the reasons in the next installm ent o f the 
P resident’s Lecture Series M onday, A pril 25, at T h e  U niversity o f M ontana.
“W hy the U .S . W as D oom ed to Fail in Ira q ” will begin at 8 p .m . in the U niversity 
Theatre. M earsheim er will discuss how Iraqi nationalism  guaranteed that U .S . troops would 
quickly go from  liberators to occupiers, inciting an insurgency that w ould be alm ost im possible 
to defeat. The lecture is free and open to the public
As the Lucile E. Speer M em orial Lecture, the  event honors the form er docum ents 
librarian who retired  in 1968 after 40 years at the U niversity . Speers was a delegate to the 
1972 M ontana Constitutional C onvention and was aw arded an honorary doctorate o f hum ane 
letters from  UM  in 1977. She died in 1987.
M earsheim er also will give an afternoon sem inar, in conjunction w ith the Philosophy 
Forum , at 3:10 p .m . the same day in G allagher Building Room 123. The lecture is titled 
“Lying in International P o litics .”
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He is the R. W endell H arrison D istinguished Service Professor o f Political Science and 
co-director of the Program  on International Security Policy at the U niversity o f Chicago, 
where he has taught since 1982.
M earsheim er has w ritten extensively about security issues and international politics. He 
has published three books -  two of which w on prizes — and many articles that have appeared 
in academ ic journals and popular m agazines. He also has w ritten a num ber o f  op-ed pieces for 
the New York Times on topics such as Bosnia, nuclear proliferation, A m erican policy towards 
India and the failure o f A rab-Israeli peace efforts.
He graduated from  W est Point in 1970 before serving five years as an officer in the 
U .S. Air Force. He earned a doctoral degree in political science at Cornell U niversity in 1980. 
In 1998 he was the W hitney H. Shepardson Fellow  at the Council on Foreign Relations in New 
York. He was elected to the Am erican A cadem y o f Arts and Sciences in 2003.
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